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Novartis Animal Health and IVAPM Release New Resource for Veterinarians 

on the Multimodal Management of Canine Osteoarthritis

Unique Tool Utilizes Expert Testimonials, Videos, Animations and Handouts

 to Support Clinic Recommendations

GREENSBORO, N.C., August 22, 2007— In a dedicated partnership to further canine osteoarthritis treatment, Novartis Animal Health US, Inc., and the International Veterinary Academy of Pain Management (IVAPM) have introduced a first-of-its-kind clinical resource aimed at assisting veterinarians in providing a comprehensive treatment model for the disease. This CD-ROM, titled An Animated Guide to the Multimodal Management of Canine Osteoarthritis, is now available through Novartis to veterinarians and technicians.

“As the body of knowledge about canine arthritis has grown, so has the importance of multimodal therapy to treat the disease,” said Steven Fox, M.S., D.V.M., M.B.A., Ph.D., director of pain management for Novartis Animal Health. “Because it combines medical and non-medical protocols to manage canine arthritis on six different fronts, Novartis considers multimodal therapy the gold standard for canine arthritis patients.”

Deramaxx® (deracoxib) is the cornerstone of multimodal management because effective pain control is essential to successful treatment in non-medical areas such as rehabilitation and exercise therapy. Deramaxx meets the needs of canine arthritis patients by helping reduce pain and inflammation. Not only does Deramaxx combine efficacy, safety, value and experience, but a recent survey shows that 98 percent of veterinarians surveyed already trust Deramaxx to control the pain associated with arthritis.* 

Using video of contemporary veterinary experts, animation, and elaborate graphics to illustrate and educate about key ideas in the development and treatment of canine arthritis, this resource was created to help veterinarians and technicians understand and integrate multimodal protocols into their clinics’ patient care. 

“Teaming with IVAPM has allowed us to create the most advanced discussion of multimodal treatment for canine arthritis thus far,” said Fox. “It’s important to join together in the effort to generate innovative strategies for better understanding of the disease and to raise the standard of treatment.”

-more-
To assist with client education of multimodal treatment, the CD-ROM includes printable handouts for key areas of therapy. Novartis has also created a prescription pad, incorporating the six-point multimodal “star” used on the CD-ROM to illustrate the six areas of therapy. The tear pad allows veterinarians to easily outline for pet owners recommendations for all areas of multimodal treatment. 

Featured veterinarians include:

· Philip Roudebush, D.V.M., DACVIM; Hill’s Pet Nutrition

· Sandra Z. Perkowski, V.M.D, Ph.D., DACVA; University of Pennsylvania

· B. Duncan X. Lascelles, B.Sc., B.V.Sc., Ph.D., CertVA, DSAS(ST), DECVS, DACVS; North Carolina State University

· Darryl L. Millis, D.V.M., M.S., DACVS, CCRP; University of Tennessee

· Robin Downing, D.V.M., CVA, DAAPM; Windsor Veterinary Clinic, P.C.; President, IVAPM

· Ian G. Holsworth, B.V.Sc. (Hon), M.A.C.V.Sc. (Surgery), DACVS; Veterinary Medical and Surgical Group
· Denis Marcellin-Little, D.E.D.V., DACVS, DECVS, CCRP; North Carolina State University
· Steven C. Budsberg, D.V.M., M.S., DACVS; The University of Georgia College of Veterinary Medicine

Veterinarians and technicians can request the free CD-ROM by contacting their Novartis Animal Health representative. 

*Survey data on file, Novartis Animal Health US, Inc.

About Deramaxx
As with all drugs in this class, side effects involving the digestive system, kidneys or liver may occur. These are normally mild, but may be serious. Pet owners should discontinue therapy and contact their veterinarian immediately if side effects occur. Evaluation for preexisting conditions and regular monitoring are recommended for pets on any medication, including DERAMAXX. Use with other NSAIDs or corticosteroids should be avoided. Refer to full product information on www.deramaxx.com.

About Novartis Animal Health US, Inc.

Novartis Animal Health US, Inc. researches, develops and commercializes leading animal treatments that meet the needs of pet owners, farmers and veterinarians. Headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, and present in almost 40 countries, Novartis Animal Health US, Inc. employs about 2,300 people worldwide. For more information, please consult www.petwellness.com or www.ah.novartis.com.

About Novartis

Novartis AG (NYSE: NVS) is a world leader in offering medicines to protect health, cure disease and improve well-being. Our goal is to discover, develop and successfully market innovative products to treat patients, ease suffering and enhance the quality of life. We are strengthening our medicine-based portfolio, which is focused on strategic growth platforms in innovation-driven pharmaceuticals, high-quality and low-cost generics, human vaccines and leading self-medication OTC brands. Novartis is the only company with leadership positions in these areas. In 2006, the Group's businesses achieved net sales of USD 37.0 billion and net income of USD 7.2 billion. Approximately USD 5.4 billion was invested in R&D. Headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, Novartis Group companies employ approximately 101,000 associates and operate in over 140 countries around the world. For more information, please visit www.novartis.com.
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